
 

Regents Memo 
To: Parent/Guardians of KHS and Middle Level Regents Students 

From: Beth Bonville 

Date: April 22, 2021 

Re: Regents week and Regents exams 

 

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) is cancelling all but four of the Regents 
Examinations scheduled to be administered in June 2021 and ALL of the Regents Examinations 
scheduled to be administered in August 2021 as this time period is not required to comply with 
federal mandate Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

The following Regents Examinations will be given in June 2021: Algebra I, Earth Science (written 
test only), English Language Arts, and Living Environment. NYSED is required to administer these 
four exams to comply with ESSA. A schedule of administration dates for these four Regents 
Examinations can be found using the link below.  

 These examinations will be administered following the UCHD guidelines to ensure the health and 
safety of students and teachers. Students receiving remote instruction will not be made to come 
to school for the sole purpose of taking a Regents Examination.  

Please Note: Due to several Regents examinations being cancelled, there has been a change to 
the previously published KHS calendar. June 16th, 18th and 21st will now be regular school days.  

The June 2021 Regents schedule can be found 
here: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/2021/regents-exam-schedule-june-
2021.pdf 
 
Additionally, the NY State Education Department (NYSED) has removed the passing of Regents 
exams as both a graduation requirement and as a barrier to receiving local course credit as long 
as students meet one of the following criteria: 

• The student is currently enrolled in a course of study culminating in a Regents Examination and by 
the end of the 2021 school year, or the 2021 summer session, will have earned credit in such 
course of study; 
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• The student was previously enrolled in the course culminating in the applicable Regents 
Examination, has achieved course credit, and has not yet passed the associated required Regents 
Examination but was intending to take the test in June 2021 or August 2021 to achieve a passing 
score; or 

• The student is in grade 7 or 8, is enrolled in a course of study culminating in taking a Regents 
Examination and has met the standards assessed in the provided coursework. 
There are other areas of flexibility relating to Mastery and Honors, Science Laboratory 
requirements, and the right for parents/guardians to decline graduation exemptions.  You can 
read about those details here: http://www.nysed.gov/news/2021/board-regents-acts-emergency-
regulation-revisions-2021-diploma-requirements 
 

 Students who take any one of the four Regents Examinations being administered in June 2021 
and fail, may still qualify for an exemption to the diploma requirement associated with the 
examination, as long as they meet one of the eligibility requirements above.  

 

Regents Exams and Local Exams FAQ: 

1. Which assessment, Regents or local, will count as the final exam grade if students are 
taking both? 

Answer: The higher of the two grades will be counted.  

2. How much does the local or Regents exam count in the overall course average? 

Answer: 15% 

3. Can a student who is failing a course still receive course credit if the student attains a 
grade of 85 or higher on the Regents exam? 

Answer: Yes. If a student receives a mastery score of 85 or higher on a Regents exam 
corresponding to that course, the student is eligible to receive credit for that course.  

4. If a student has done well on the local exam and is passing the course, do they need to 
take the Regents? 

Answer: The Regents score on a student’s transcript will be recorded as an, “E” for exempt. The 
student may take Regents exams if he or she chooses to. If the student would like to have the 
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score recorded on his or her transcript, that request MUST be placed with the student’s guidance 
counselor.  

5. Can a student take a Regents exam and then decide whether the score should be 
recorded on his or her transcript? 

Answer: Yes. The student may decide to replace the “E” with their actual score after he/she 
receives that score from their teacher or guidance counselor.  

6. If a student elects not to take the Regents exam, will that affect his or her graduation 
eligibility? 

Answer: No 

7. Which Regents exams are required to be given in June 2021? 

Answer: Algebra I, Earth Science, Living Environment, ELA 

8. Are remote students required to come in for Regents testing? 

Answer: No, but they are allowed to. 

9. Will August Regents be given this year? 

Answer: No. 

10. Can local exams be administered remotely? 

Answer: Yes. 

11. When will local finals be given? 

Answer: A schedule of local finals is being developed, with teacher input, from each discipline in 
order to avoid a student from having to take too many local finals on the same day. 

12. When is Regents week? 

Answer: June 17th- June 24th 

13. Is June 16th now a regular in-person instructional day? 

Answer: Yes, 



 

14. Are June 18th and June 21st asynchronous learning days? 

Answer: Yes. There will also be some local finals and collegiate exams given on these days.  

15. Are the language state Checkpoint A and B exams being administered in June 2021? 

Answer: No. 

16. If a student does not take the Regents exam for a course, will it affect the Advance 
Regents diploma designation? 

Answer: No, it does not. However, the course grade will then be utilized to determine this 
distinction.  

17. If a student does not take the Regents, does that decision impact future graduation 
eligibility? 

Answer: No.  

18. If a student is seeking a CDOS credential and has not been able to meet work hour 
requirement will they still be eligible for the CDOS endorsement? 

Answer: Yes. The students will work with their guidance counselor on this endorsement. 

19. Will the appeal process and Superintendent Designation remain in place for students who 
are eligible? 

Answer: Yes 

20. What will happen regarding the students needing to pass the Checkpoint B exam for the 
Advanced Regents designation? 

Answer: Students who pass their Level 3 LOTE class will receive credit towards their Advanced 
Regents designation. 

21. As was the case last school year, am I allowed to decline the exemption granted by the NYS 
Education Department regarding the Regents exams? 

Answer: Yes. Per NYS guidelines, a letter will be sent out to KHS parents/guardians in May 
regarding this exemption.  

 


